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PERMISION TO REPRINT ANYTHING 

FROM THIS NEWSLETTER IS GRANTED, 

PROVIDED THAT CREDIT IS GIVEN TO 

THE ORIGINAL AUTHOR AND  THAT 

THE ASTRONOMY CLUB OF TULSA  

ñOBSERVERò IS LISTED AS THE    

ORIGINAL SOURCE.  FOR ORIGINAL 

CONTENT CREDITED TO OTHERS AND 

SO  NOTED IN THIS PUBLICATION, YOU 

SHOULD OBTAIN PERMISSION FROM 

THAT RESPECTIVE SOURCE PRIOR TO         

REPRINTING.  THANK YOU VERY MUCH 

FOR YOUR COOPERATION.  PLEASE 

ENJOY THIS EDITION OF THE           

PHOTO:   A beautiful image of Comet Catalina, taken at the Astronomy Club of 

Tulsa Observatory on Jan. 30, 2016.  Photo details:  Comet C/2013 US 10 

(Catalina); 100mm f/2.8; ISO 3200; 30 second exposure; 20160131 03:05 UTC; 

Single Frame.  Photo by Skip Whitehurst. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHOTOS:  Five Planets in the January Sky!  Clockwise, from top left:  Mercury and Venus; Antares 

and Saturn:  the Moon and Mars; Jupiter.  Taken in Midtown Tulsa in the early morning of Jan. 31, 

2016.  Photos by Tamara Green. 
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THE ASTRONOMICAL LEAGUE 



UPCOMING EVENTS: 

  MEMBERSô NIGHT**  FRI FEB 5 6:00 PM  ACT OBSERVATORY 

  GENERAL MEETING  FRI FEB 12 7:00 PM  JENKS HS PLANETARIUM 

  SIDEWALK ASTRONOMY  SAT FEB 13 6:00 PM  BASS PRO 

  PUBLIC STAR PARTY  SAT FEB 27 6:15 PM  ACT OBSERVATORY 

  MEMBERSô NIGHT   FRI MAR 4 6:30 PM  ACT OBSERVATORY 

  MESSIER MARATHON**  SAT MAR 5 3:00 PM*** TUVA 

  GENERAL MEETING  FRI MAR 11 7:00 PM  JENKS HS PLANETARIUM 

  SIDEWALK ASTRONOMY  SAT MAR 12 6:30 PM  BASS PRO 

  VERNAL EQUINOX/DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME BEGINS   SUN MAR 13 

  PUBLIC STAR PARTY  SAT MAR 26 7:30 PM  ACT OBSERVATORY 

   

  **MEMBERS AND FAMILY ONLY PLEASE.  ***SEE INFO ON CARAVAN TO MESSIER MARATHON ON PAGE 
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Hi everyone! 
 
Right now if you go out before sunrise, look 
southeast to southwest, and you should be able 
to see all 5 naked-eye planets.  Mercury,       
magnitude around +0.2, will be the hardest to 
spot (as usual) low in the southeast.  (It is near 
Pluto, but you need a big telescope and dark 
skies to spot Pluto.)  Mercury is to the lower left 
of bright Venus, magnitude -4.0.  Then view   
Saturn at magnitude +0.5, red Mars at +0.9, and 
finally giant Jupiter at magnitude -2.4 in the 
southwest.  The moon will be passing through 
this grouping through Saturday, February 6.  A 
couple of members have already reported seeing all five.  (The diagram is for February 1

st
.) 

 
One of the items on the survey we had at the annual dinner suggested we should look into trying to get some grants for 

a new dome for the observatory, a new building to house club telescopes for members to use at the observatory,       

acquiring land for a new dark site.  The board formed a committee to look into this.  The members of the committee are 

James Liley, James Taggart, Skip Whitehurst, board members, and Marilyn Leaman, associate member. 

 

Another thing on the survey was to look for a new dark site.  If we go ahead with getting a new site, we would keep the 

current site for Public Nights and have the dark site for members.  If you have been out to our current observatory, you 

canôt have missed the light pollution encroaching from just about every direction. 

Skip Whitehurst and I went looking for a dark sky site south of Bristow along Highway 48.  The area about 15-20 miles 

south near Welty and Mason is quite dark.  This is within a one hour drive from downtown Tulsa.  There was only      

minimum sky glow (less than 15 degrees up) from both the Tulsa area in the northeast and OKC area in the southwest.  

If we get serious about getting a new site this would definitely be a place to consider.  If you want to look at a dark sky 

map, go to http://darksitefinder.com/maps/world.html and zoom in on northeast Oklahoma.  The areas marked in blue 

and gray are the darkest areas.  Near Tulsa there is only one south of us and still north of I-40, where Skip and I went.  

There are also a couple to our northeast (east of Nowata on Highway 60) and to our northwest near Hulah Lake and the 

Tall Grass Prairie.   

Ron Wood of TUVA will speak at our February General Meeting.   He will be talking about the history and dynamics of 

lunar recession, and about the Messier Marathon.  The Messier Marathon is scheduled for the weekend of March 5, with 

the weekend of April 9 as back-up.  Tamara Green will lead us down to TUVA again this year.   

 

The transit of Mercury is coming up Monday, May 9 from 6:12 AM (9 minutes before sunrise in Tulsa) to 1:42 PM.  The 

club will be hosting an event at the Jenks Planetarium.  Anyone who can come and help out will be greatly appreciated. 

  

 
Clear Skies! 
Richard Brady 

PRESIDENTôS 

MESSAGE 

BY RICHARD BRADY 
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  Astronomy Club of Tulsa: 159           
 members, including 4 new members in 

 2016. 

 . 

 

 
 
 
Club Accounts as of January 31, 2016: 
Checking: $6,018.38; Savings: $4,775.20; Investment accounts: $17,538.39 (Value Fluctuates with Market);        

PayPal: $ 0.00     

The club now has PayPal available for you to start or renew memberships and subscriptions using your credit or debit 
cards. Fill out the registration form at http://astrotulsa.com/page.aspx?pageid=16   Click Submit and you will be given 
the choice of either mailing in your dues with a check or using PayPal which accepts most major credit cards.  A  
modest processing fee is added to PayPal transactions. 

You may also renew your membership or join at one of our club events using your credit card by seeing one of our    
officers. We can take payments with the Square card reader. A small fee is also added on to these transactions. 

ALSO NOTE:  For our current members who are renewing their memberships, you can now go to a new link on the 
website to start your renewal process. On the home page, hover over the ñMemberò tab on the ribbon menu near the top 
of the page. Then select the ñMembership Renewalò link and this will take to a page to fill out your information. Fill this 
out, submit it, then pay your dues by whatever method you choose.  

NEWS NOTE:  Both Sky & Telescope and Astronomy have free Digital subscriptions available with print subscriptions, 
or Digital subscriptions may be purchased separately.  Contact their websites for details. 

Membership rates for 2016 are as follows:  

Adults: $45.00 per year, includes Astronomical League Membership. 

Sr. Adult: $35.00 per year for those 65 or older, includes Astro League Membership. 

Students: $30.00 with League membership; Students: $25.00 without League membership. 

Additional Family membership: $20.00 with voting rights and League membership, $15.00 with voting rights but 

without League Membership. 

The regular membership allows all members in the family to participate in club events, but only ONE Voting 

Membership and one Astronomical League membership.   

Join Online ï Add or renew magazine subscriptions.  http://www.astrotulsa.com/page.aspx?pageid=16 

 

Magazine Subscriptions:  If your magazines are coming up for renewal, try to save the mailing label or renewal form 
you get in the mail.  Forms are available on the club website. 

 Astronomy is $34 for 1 year, or $60 for 2 years.  www.astronomy.com 

To get the club discount you must go through the club group rate. 

Sky & Telescope is $33 per year   www.skyandtelescope.com 

Sky & Telescope also offers a 10% discount on their products. 

Note: You may renew your Sky & Telescope subscription directly by calling the number on the renewal form, be sure to 
ask for the club rate.  

NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS must still be sent to the club 
 
 

TREASURERôS AND MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

BY TIM DAVIS 

Welcome to our new members this 

month:   

Tyler Watson,  Thomas Owen, Jamie 
Arnett and Ed Haskell. 
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http://www.astronomy.com
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2016 Wall Calendar 
 

 ¢ƘŜ нлмс !ǎǘǊƻƴƻƳȅ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ ²ŀƭƭ /ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƻƴŜΣ ǎŜƴŘ ƳŜ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀǘ ŀǎǘǊƻǘǳƭǎŀΦǘǊŜǎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳΣ ƻǊ Ŏŀƭƭ 
ƳŜ ŀǘ фму-сср-умоп ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜΦ hǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ 
ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ŀ ŬǊǎǘ ŎƻƳŜΣ ŬǊǎǘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ōŀǎƛǎ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ ²Ŝ ǎǝƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ 
ǎƻƳŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ϷуΦлл ŜŀŎƘΣ ŎŀǎƘΣ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǊ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŎŀǊŘǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘΦ  

/ŀƭŜƴŘŀǊǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŀǘ ŀ Ŏƭǳō ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƴƻǘ ǎƘƛǇ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ƻƴŜΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ƪƴƻǿ ŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜǾŜƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǇƛŎƪ ƛǘ ǳǇΦ  

DŜǘ ȅƻǳǊǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŀǎǘΗ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¢ƛƳ 5ŀǾƛǎ 

!Ŏǘ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ 

TREASURERôS AND MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

BY TIM DAVIS, CTôD. 
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        CǊƛŘŀȅΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ннΣ нлмс 

       !/¢ tǳōƭƛŎ aŜŜǝƴƎ Ϫ WŜƴƪǎ tƭŀƴŜǘŀǊƛǳƳ 

 

  

 

 

Richard stated the meeting at 7:05pm with 28 members and visitors. 

The meeting began with the planetarium view of the planets as they will appear just before sunrise 

in the next week. 

Our President, Richard Brady, presented slides which included the following: 
Major Meteor showers in 2016 were posted on a chart, New Pluto stamp that should be out by next 
May, and a reminder about the survey from last November: Looking for grant moneyéé. 
A committee has been formed to look into getting a grant. One of the ideas included was looking for 
dark sky sites. Skip Whitehurst and Richard visited a site south of Bristow at night to view the dark 
skies. 
They went to an area shown on a dark site coded map at a place marked Welty. It takes about 50 
minutes from down town Tulsa. Next, we were shown A Dark Sand Dune on Mars taken by         
Curiosity last month. 
Richard also shared current news: The Ninth Planet? Not Pluto, Not a dwarf planet, but another  
object may be the reason for the orbits of the 6 most known objects past Pluto. Also in the news: 
Brightest Supernova Baffles Astronomers, Giant Supernova ASASSN-15lh 200 times as bright as a 
typical Type 1A Super Novae. ISS Transits Saturn, Richard shared a video clip of the transit. 
 
John Land gave information on Comet Catalina, Currently in Draco, the comet came closest to 
earth On Jan 17, 2016. John says it is between the handle of the big dipper and Draco. 
 
Richard explained that we have plans for our public meetings for the rest of winter and into the 
spring: 
Feb 12 Ron Wood will give a talk about the Moon. 
 
Other Astronomy events coming up: There will be a Bartlesville Astronomy Club event, Monday Feb 
1 at 7pm on Astrophotography at the Bartlesville public Library. Volunteers are needed for Tuesday, 
April 12: How to use your Telescope at the Jenks Planetarium. Monday May 9

th
 Transit of Mercury. 

Starts at 6:12am ends 1:42PM. See the list of Planetarium Shows every Tuesday at 7pm found on 
the events list of the Jenks Community Education website. 
 
Richard then introduced our NSN Teleconference: Innovative Solar System Science with James 
Webb Space Telescope presented by Dr. Stefanie Milam. After viewing the video of the                
teleconference, we were all invited to meet up at Louieôs for an after the meeting gathering. 
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SECRETARYôS CORNER 
BY TERESA DAVIS 



 

 

 

 

 

Below is a finder chart that John Land emailed to me.  I thought I would use it in the newsletter, as 

many of us will be wanting to look for it in the upcoming weeks.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also, there is a very good article with more finder charts from Sky and Telescope! 

http://www.skyandtelescope.com/observing/comet-catalina-sails-into-northern-skies111120151111/ 
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A FINDER CHART FOR COMET CATALINA 

SUBMITTED BY JOHN LAND 



 

 

 

The Astronomy Club of Tulsa and TUVA Astronomy Club cordially invite you to our 

MESSIER MARATHON! 

Saturday, March 5, 2016ð4:00 PM-ish (Backup date Saturday, April 9) 

Caravan to TUVA leaves Burger King, 1600 N. Elm Pl., Broken Arrow at 3:00 pm SHARP! 

Come join us at our annual Messier Marathon to see how many of Charles Messierôs 110 beautiful deep-sky 

objects you can find on the night of Saturday, March 5!  There will be a potluck dinner before dark so you can 

bring a dish or dessert or beverages to share if you wish.  We also plan to take a group photo before the    

marathoning begins.   

Please keep in mind that this is an ALL-NIGHT event and is expected to be cold, so donôt let the afternoon 

temps fool you.  You might be in your shorts and t-shirt in the afternoon, but you will need your thermals and 

parka that night for sure!!!  And there should be plenty of coffee to keep us going! (If you have children who 

are not yet old enough to participate in a Messier Marathon, this would be a good weekend for them to visit 

Grandma.)  Please plan on bringing your cold weather gear. 

There will be a caravan going to TUVA.  The caravan will be led by Club Vice President Tamara Green.  It 

will meet in the parking lot at the Burger King on North Elm Place (1600 N. Elm Pl.) in Broken Arrow.  It is 

across the street from the Ferguson Kia/Subaru dealership. A map to Burger King is on page 9 of this     

newsletter.  THE CARAVAN LEAVES BURGER KING AT 3:00 PM SHARP!!!!  This is because it takes 

about an hour-ish to get to TUVA from Broken Arrow, and we want time to get down there, get set up, and 

enjoy dinner before dark.  So, if you are interested in joining the caravan, please be there BEFORE 3:00 PM!! 

Also, please contact me at astrotulsa.vp@gmail.com and let me know you are joining, and what kind of       

vehicle you drive so I can keep track of everyone along the way.  Please note that the caravan is only going 

TO TUVA on Saturday but there is no caravan going from TUVA back to town on Sunday, due to people  

leaving at different times throughout the night and early morning.  There is a map to TUVA on page 10 of this 

newsletter. 

Please note that due to limited space at TUVA, this event is MEMBERS ONLY (ACT and TUVA).  Thank you 

for your understanding and cooperation. 

In the event of a cancellation due to weather, there will be a contingency plan for that evening, and our    

backup date for the marathon itself will be Saturday, April 9.  

Will YOU be the winner of the David Stine award this year?  We look forward to seeing you there! 
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ITôS (almost) MESSIER MARATHON TIME!!! 

BY TAMARA GREEN 
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ITôS (almost) MESSIER MARATHON TIME!!!, CTôD. 

BY TAMARA GREEN 


