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The Astronomy Club of Tulsa’s Official Newsletter

President’s Message

September 2010

Dr. Peter Shull
Guest Speaker for September General Meeting

-Tom McDonough ACT President

On the heels of our very successful Members
Appreciation Cookout, I have some more exciting news
to announce. I recently made contact with Glenda Love,
the Executive Director of Ronald McDonald House
Charities, and discovered that Ronald McDonald
Children’s Charities no longer exists, it was replaced
with RMHC in 1995. Glenda sent the club a letter
releasing us from any obligation to the original donation
which helped fund the observatory construction. During
our discussions it was determined that the use of the
name RMCC is actually inappropriate; therefore, we are
now free to solicit naming of the observatory to potential
donors. Glenda did encourage us to apply for a donation
from RMHC. In the interim, we need to change the
name of the observatory and I call upon all members to
submit their suggestions to any club officer. I will
announce the new name at the beginning of the October
meeting. In light of this opportunity, we really need the
membership to get involved and volunteer for a
fundraising committee to secure significant funding to
bring our aging facility back to its full potential.
Remember, no organization can survive without the
active participation of its members.

Dr. Peter Shull is the Associate Professor of
Physics & Observatory Director of Oklahoma
State University. He holds a PhD & MS in Space
physics and Astronomy from Rice University and
a BA in Astrophysics from Princeton. OSU’s
astronomical observatory is the home of the most
powerful and advanced telescope in Oklahoma. It
entered service in late 2009 and is one of the
largest in the Big 12. He will discuss and illustrate
the observatory and its history, observational
methods, current plans and goals, and efficient
outdoor lighting practices.
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ACT’s September Cookout and Photos
“THANKS!” Goes out to Ann for running the recently donated grill. Burgers cooked to perfection, a pot luck spread that would
have made your lips beat the heck out of your face, a dessert table of wondrous treats, a pretty decent night for observing and
fantastic socializing is what you missed if you were not there on September 11th for the Astronomy Clubs Member’s Cookout.
Here are some pictures ACT member Jerry M sent in.

Left: Ann “The Grill Master”
Bruun and her assistants.

Right: Notice the lack of socializing in this
particular picture.

Left:
Tom: “We have plenty of chairs over there”
Allen: “Yeah, but my family likes to eat picnic
style. We do this at home, too. It keeps us ‘well
grounded’ and ‘ down to Earth’ “
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Seeing the Veil
by Ann Bruun
There are some objects that just can’t
be seen without a scope of a certain
size. The Veil Nebula is NOT one of
those objects. It is enormous and is
within the grasp of any size scope or
binoculars. But to see the Veil it may
require special equipment.
The nebula is a
supernova
remnant
approximately
15000 years old
and is extremely
faint. If your skies
are very dark, think
Okie-Tex, then you
should be able to
pick it out without
much trouble. For
those of us without
such dark skies
there is a simple
solution, filters.

of the Veil through my eyepiece. I
checked and rechecked my location
but there was nothing. One of the
members offered to let me use his
OIII (O-3) filter. I screwed the filter
into my eyepiece, being careful not
to move my scope and voila!
Suddenly my
view was filled
with the Veil. It
was incredible;
there had been
nothing without
the filter –
magic! An OIII
filter is not the
only kind that
will bring out the
Veil, a Light
Pollution filter or
a UHC (Ultra
High Contrast)
filter also work.

First let’s locate the Veil. It is not hard
to find. There is a section of the Veil
surrounding the naked eye star 52
Cygni. It is not the brightest part of the
nebula but it is a good place to start.
The nebula makes a rough circle with
disconnected sections in a 3.0° area.
Once you position your scope near 52
Cygni you might see nothing in the
eyepiece. I have been up at the club
observatory on what seemed like a
very nice night and found no evidence
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Continued from page 2-

I like the view of the Veil best through a UHC filter. I was able to do a
comparison between the OIII and UHC at Okie-Tex last year using some
borrowed filters. I felt I could see the Veil better with the UHC. But each filter
has its strengths and weaknesses depending on what you are viewing.
The view through filters can be confusing at first. The entire image
brightness is brought down significantly. Instinct will say the light is being
blocked and you cannot see as well. You have to learn to concentrate on the
contrast. These filters all enhance the contrast by passing just certain
frequencies of light. Everything not glowing at those frequencies will appear
very dark or black while the nebula’s light will shine through.
The Veil is not the only thing that can be helped with a filter. You can see
more detail in most nebulae with a filter than without. At the club observing
sessions it is not too difficult to find a member to loan you a filter or two so you
can try them out and see which one you like best before you purchase. Once
you have seen the Veil through a filter I think you will agree it will make a
powerful addition to your observing arsenal.

For those who have not visited the club’s new
Facebook page, go there now!
www.facebook.com/astronomycluboftulsa
Facebook is an excellent tool for sharing and
staying “real time” up to speed on what’s
going on with the ACT. Don’t forget to click
“like”.

Upcoming Club Events
Event

Date

Program Place

September
Meeting

9/24

General
Meeting

TCC Metro
Campus

Sidewalk
Astronomy

9/25

Public
Observing

Bass Pro

October Star
Party

10/01

Monthly
Public
Observing

ACT Observatory

October Star
Party

10/08

Members
Observing

ACT Observatory

October
meeting

10/22

Club
Elections

TCC Metro
Campus

Sidewalk
Astronomy

10/23

Public
Observing

Bass Pro
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A Cosmic Reunion
From John Land
During a recent trip to Washington, DC with my wife we
visited the Smithsonian Museum of Natural History. While touring
the exhibits in the gems and mineral section, I had an unexpected
reunion with an extraterrestrial visitor. On January 3, 1970 I was
visiting my parents in McAlester, OK and witnessed a bright meteor
streak completely across the sky from SW to NE still bright as it
disappeared over the horizon. A few days later I read that a
football sized meteorite had been found laying in the road near the
town of Lost City in NE Oklahoma. There in the display case was
the Lost City Meteorite that I had seen streak across the sky 40
years ago! Turns out, this was the first meteorite fall to be
photographed in the USA with 3 of the 16 camera stations run by the Smithsonian Astrophysical
Observatory. This made it possible to calculate a trajectory and delimit a search area on the ground. Six
days later, Gunther Schwartz, field manager of the Lincoln NE camera station of the Prairie Network,
spotted a 9.83 kg (21.6 pound) meteorite sitting in a snow-covered dirt road within one-half mile of Lost
City. Three additional smaller meteorite fragments were recovered later.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lost_City,_Oklahoma
If you ever have a chance to visit this museum, they have an extensive
collection of meteorites ranging in size from small specimens to some as big
as desks. One of the other famous meteorites in the collection is the Allen
Hills ALH 84001 meteorite recovered in the ice of Antarctica in 1984. It turns
out that gases trapped in this meteorite closely match the atmosphere of
Mars. This meteorite made international news in 1996 when scientist using
scanning electron microscopes identified small rod shape structures about 20
to 100 nanometers in size and proclaimed “Life found on Mars”. These
scientists thought the tiny structures were fossilized bacteria. Later analysis
showed that these structures were smaller than viruses and likely formed at
high temperature thus, largely ruling out an organic origin and suggested other
chemical processes that may have formed them. Sadly, many textbooks still
carry the assertion of “LIFE on MARS” without mentioning the additional studies.
http://www.lpi.usra.edu/lpi/meteorites/life.html
Most people go to the National Mall located in the heart of Washington DC to
see the great monuments of our nation’s history. However you might be
surprised to know you can actually do some stargazing in the center of the
mall. This picture shows the planet Jupiter rising over the Washington
Monument. Venus, of course, was clearly visible near the western horizon. I
was also able to see all of the Big Dipper over the Lincoln memorial and
counted 9 stars in the Summer Triangle overhead indicating a limiting
magnitude of about 2nd magnitude. Certainly, not what you would call a dark
sky site, but still I was surprised that stars were still visible.
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Election Information and Nominees
Office

Current Nominees

President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Board 1
Board 2
Board 3
Board 4
Board 5
Board 6
Board 7
Board 8
Board 9
Webmaster

Owen Green
None
Tamara Green
John Land
Chris Proctor
Allen Martin
Bill Goswick
None
None
None
None
None
None
Jennifer Jones

The following appointed positions also need to be filled:
Program Director
Fundraising Coordinator

Attention Astronomy Club of Tulsa Members:
- A letter from your newsletter editor and board member nominee

I would like to welcome our newest members:

Stephen Todd, Scott Rokeby, Kerry Quinn, Carson Bilbruck and Gordon Bode
Please don’t hesitate to contact and Officer or board member if you have any questions and we all
look forward to seeing you at club functions and meetings.
Club Officers and Board elections are going to occur in approximately 1 month. Please take a
moment to review the list of nominees above. As you can see, there is currently NO nominee for
Vice-President and 6 vacancies on the board of directors. Thank you, to new member Jennifer
Jones for stepping up and volunteering to assist with the website and thank you to each and every
member who sets just a bit (or in some cases a large amount) of their time aside to make sure that
the Astronomy Club of Tulsa continues to function. A lot of you may not understand the dedication
and effort a very small number of people put into YOUR club every month so that there exists a
club to be a part of. There are nearly 150 current members and, for a reason
I cannot understand, we can’t seem to get enough membership involvement
to fill the vacancies in the club’s Officers, Board of Directors and needed
appointed positions. It is very difficult for such a few number of people to
maintain operations in this organization.
All of us have other responsibilities and commitments. Work, Family,
Church, School and other commitments can be quite time consuming and
emotionally taxing but, with your help, maintaining club functions can be
much less taxing and time consuming for those that HAVE made the
commitment to the Astronomy Club. The ACT needs you.
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Land’s Tid Bits for September, 2010
– by John Land
Our membership rates for 2009 – 2010 will be
as follows.
Adults - $ 35 per year includes Astronomical
League Membership
Sr. Adult - discount $25 per year for those 65
or older includes Astronomical League
Membership
Students - $ 15 without League membership.
Students -$ 20 with League membership.
The regular membership allows all members in
the family to participate in club events but only
ONE voting membership and one
Astronomical League membership.If an
additional member of the family would like to
join with voting rights, the additional cost is
$15. Additional League memberships within a
family are $ 5 each.
Magazine Subscriptions: If your magazines
are coming up for renewal, try to save the
mailing label or renewal form you get in the
mail. Do NOT mail renewals back to the
magazine! To get the club discount you must
go through the club group rate.
Astronomy is $ 34 for 1 year or $ 60 for 2
years. www.astronomy.com
Sky & Telescope is $33 / yr
www.skyandtelescope.com
Sky and Telescope also offers a 10% discount
on their products.
Note: You may renew your Sky & Telescope
subscription directly with out having to mail in
the subscriptions to the club.
NEW SUBSCRIPTIONS must still be sent to
the club treasurer. Forms are available on the
website.
We now have an automated on line
registration form on the website for new AND
renewal memberships plus magazine
subscriptions. You simply type in your
information and hit send to submit the
information.

http://www.astrotulsa.com/Club/join.asp
You can then print a copy of the form and mail it
with your check.
Astronomy Club of Tulsa - 25209 E 62nd St –
Broken Arrow, OK 74014
Address Corrections- Email changes –
Questions:
You may forward questions to the club by going to
our club website and filling out an online form or
just click on John Land and send an email. Please
leave a clear subject line and message with your
name, phone number, your question – along with
email
OFFICERS
President: Tom McDonough 918-851-2653
Vice-President: Ann Bruun 918-231-0301
New Members: Owen Green 918-851-8171
Observing Chairman: Ann Bruun 918-231-0301
Membership questions: John Land 918-695-3195
Secretary Tamara Green 918.851.1213
Observatory Caretaker: Chris Proctor 918-8106210
Contact Chris to volunteer to help with
observatory projects
act_maint@astrotulsa.com
The Astronomy Club of Tulsa is made of about
150 members who share a common love of
astronomy. Unfortunately, most of us live under
light polluted skies. Our Observatory gives us a
retreat to gather under darker skies, but we can
only continue to enjoy its use if we VOLUNTEER
OUR TIME AND EFFORTS TO MAINTAIN THE
BUILDING AND ITS GROUNDS. Often, we need
some SWEAT EQUITY to keep the observatory
and grounds in good shape. If you are willing to
volunteer to help with general maintenance or with
mowing and trimming, let Chris know
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Board Members at Large

Club Officers
President

Tom McDonough

918.851.2653

Steve Chapman

918.342.1643

ViceVicePresident
Treasurer

Ann Bruun

918.834.0757

Richard Alford

918.855.9986

John Land

918.357.1759

Teresa Kincannon

918.637.1477

Secretary

Tamara Green

918.851.1213

Denny Mishler

918.274.4772

Chris Proctor

918.810.6210

Appointed Staff

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

Facility
Manager
Membership
Chair
Observing
Chair
New Members

Chris Proctor

918.810.6210

John Land

918.357.1759

Ann Bruun

918.834.0757

Owen Green

918.851.1213

Group Director

Teresa
Kincannon
Tom McDonough

918.637.1477

Allen Martin

918.407.9706

Peggy Walker

918.640.0832

Webmaster
Newsletter
Editor
Night Sky
Network
Program
Director

918.851.2653

Vacant

Astronomy Club of Tulsa membership
($35/year) includes membership in the
Astronomical League and
subscription to ACT’s “Observer” and
AL’s “Reflector”. “Astronomy”
($34/year) and “Sky and Telescope”
($33/year) are also available through
the club. For more information
contact John Land at 918-357-1759.
Permission is hereby granted to
reprint from this publication provided
credit is given to the original author
and the Astronomy Club of Tulsa
“Observer” is identified as the source.

The Astronomy Club of Tulsa is a proud member of the Astronomical League and the Night Sky Network

www.astroleague.org

http://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov

ACT welcomes your questions, suggestions, comments and submissions for
publication. Please send all inquiries to act_pm@astrotulsa.com
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Astronomy for Kids!
Last month I asked “Do
“
you think you can figure out
why some constellations can only be seen from places
south of Earth’s equator like Australia or South
America?”
Well,
Well, the answer is the same reason why certain
constellations can only be seen from somewhere north of
Earth’s equator. Because the Earth is in the way!
Here’s a picture to help explain.

Imagine if you had a GIANT basketball.
If you climbed to the top of the GIANT
basketball and your skateboard rolled
near the bottom, you wouldn’t be able
to see your skateboard because the ball
would be in the way! The Earth is like
the Giant basketball
basketball.
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The Earth is divided into 2
halves called
“hemispheres”, pronounced
HIM-is-FEERS, by an
imaginary line called the
equator. People who live
south of the equator can’t
see the Little Dipper. People
who live north of the
equator, like us, can’t see
Crux the Southern Cross. If
you lived on or very near the
equator you could see both,
but only at different times of
the year.

So, If you lived ON the equator, Why would it take a
whole year to see ALL 88 of the constellations?
Think you know the answer? Tell your parents your
answer and ask them to email it to me at
ACT_PM@ASTROTULSA.COM
If you’re correct, I’ll put your answer and name
name in
next month’s edition of Space Cadets!

Recommended book for September
“G
GLOW IN THE DARK CONSTELLATIONS –A Field Guide for
Young Stargazers”
Stargazers –by C. E. Thompson
A beginning guide to the constellations, their legends, and
their seasonal locations, with charts printed in ink that glows in
the dark after being exposed to light.
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